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State of Wisconsin COVID-19 Response 
Situation to Date 
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Summary 
Gov. Tony Evers today directed the Department of Natural Resources to re-open several state parks, forests, and 

recreational areas originally closed due to unprecedented crowds and out of an abundance of caution to protect public 

health. https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/288b97a 

Adjutant General Major General Knapp and Deputy Secretary Julie Willems Van Djik conducted a statewide press 

conference on the efforts of the Wisconsin National Guard with COVID19 testing and health services efforts on lab 

capacity and contact tracing and surveillance.  The full interview can be found here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwdvShFIacQ&feature=youtu.be 

Also released today is the new Community Based Testing Pre-request form. This form was developed to support 

planning for community-based testing sites, information provided should be completed in coordination with county or 

tribal emergency management and local public health. Once it is complete, please attach to the resource request in 

WebEOC. This form is also be posted in the activity log and under Incident Documents > Community Based Testing in 

WebEOC.  

The Joint Public Health and Emergency Management Call will be held Friday at 2pm  

Finally, after the 4pm briefing today the WebEOC County/Tribe status board will be cleared. Our intent is for 

counties/tribes to use the board for non-COVID related items (i.e. tornado, severe weather etc.) 

PPE Survey Dates 

¶ April 28 SEOC determines allocations. 

¶ April 29 SEOC warehouse processes allocations. Ops shares allocation amounts. 

¶ April 30 distribution begins. 

ï Counties/Tribes - direct delivery  

ï State agencies - warehouse pick-up 

The SEOC remains elevated to a Level 1 activation and continues with 24-hour operations. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/288b97a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwdvShFIacQ&feature=youtu.be
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Governor Evers press releases and media briefings related to statewide mandates: 
April 28, 2020 

¶ ICYMI: More than 200 Organizations, Businesses, Elected Officials, and Medical Professionals Support Safer at 

Home Efforts 

• Gov. Evers Directs DNR to Reopen Several State Parks and Forests with Special Conditions 

April 27, 2020 

¶ Media briefing held at 1:30 p.m. with Governor Tony Evers; DHS Secretary-designee Andrea Palm; Dr. Ryan 
Westergaard, Chief Medical Officer of the Bureau of Communicable Diseases and Ryan Nilsestuen Chief Legal 
Counsel for the Office of the Governor. 

¶ Gov. Evers Announces Expanded Opportunities for Certain Nonessential Businesses 

Current Incident Objectives and Planning Activities 
• Complete roll-out of SEOC staff surge team position-specific training for operations, planning, and 

logistics by May 4th. 
• Establish a weekly rhythm in coordination with the supply team on the allocation of PPE to 

counties/tribes and state agencies by May 4th. 
• Provide training to all appropriate personnel in WEM, DHS, and local public health on the RIRT process by 

April 30 
• Expedite processing of resource requests for testing to support rapid expansion of testing and 

containment of emerging outbreaks 

COVID-19: Hospital Capabilities 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/hosp-data.htm 

COVID-19: Wisconsin Data 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/data.htm 

Case Numbers  
 

 Globally 
(Data from WHO) 

United States  
(Data from CDC+) 

Wisconsin 
(Data from DHS) 

Confirmed Cases   2,954,222 981,246* 6,289 

Negative Test Result -- -- 63,535 

Hospitalizations -- -- 1,456 (23%) 

Deaths 202,597 55,258* 300 
*  Total cases includes 3,587 probable cases and total deaths includes 5,654 probable deaths. 

+ Numbers updated Saturday and Sunday are not confirmed by state and territorial health departments. These numbers will be modified when numbers are updated 

on Monday. CDC does not know the exact number of COVID-19 illnesses, hospitalizations, and deaths for a variety of reasons. COVID-19 can cause mild illness, 

symptoms might not appear immediately, there are delays in reporting and testing, not everyone who is infected gets tested or seeks medical care, and there may be 

differences in how states and territories confirm numbers in their jurisdictions 

Assistance/Updates 
Resource Provider/Vendor Inquiries/Donations Reminder 
Please direct any vendors, donors, or manufacturers to the state’s online platform for intake: 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/2889f73
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/hosp-data.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/data.htm
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm
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https://covid19supplies.wi.gov/Donations. 
 

COVID-19 Testing Supplies Request: https://covid19supplies.wi.gov/Testing. 

 

Resource Request Follow-Up 
Operations is working very diligently to respond as quickly as possible to very urgent non-PPE needs. If there is PPE 
requested but not included in the survey for distribution, you will be notified. Every new request that is entered into 
WebEOC is burying original requests for critical resources right now that we might be able to source.  
If you have questions about where a resource request is or need a status update: 

¶ Check WebEOC – on requests that are actively being worked, Ops/Logistics teams are entering in notes. 

¶ Please provide Operations with the Resource Request number assigned to it in WebEOC. This allows for faster 
follow-up.  

¶ Please send us an email at DMAOps@wisconsin.gov. 
 
Please do not enter PPE or hand sanitizer requests into the resource requests board on WebEOC. 

Unmet Needs 
The current unmet needs are being routed through Operations and some identified unmet needs have fallen to task 

forces, which include Isolation Facilities, Contact Tracing/Surveillance, Specimen Collection/Lab Capacity, Surge, 

Mortuary Planning, Data Analysis, Community Resilience, PPE & Essential Supplies, Logistics, Future Operations, and 

Staff Augmentation. 

State Agency Response Overview 
DHS DHS staff at the warehouse worked to process the shipment of 180,000 N95 respirators 

received 4/27 from FEMA, as well as an additional 7 pallets worth of face masks from 

FEMA.  

DHS staff spoke with local and tribal health officers on the 2:00pm call regarding the 

process for requesting community based specimen collection missions. DHS will be 

providing the Community Based Testing Pre-Request Information form to county and 

tribal health officers today. 

DHS staff, in partnership with WING and SEOC Operations, conducted multiple calls with 

counties and tribes to address requests for both community based and outbreak based 

specimen collection sites.  

DATCP  Guidance for Testing Animals for SARS-CoV-2 issued and issued guidance for farmers’ 

market vendors and consumer. Both can be found in the activity log in WebEOC.   

https://covid19supplies.wi.gov/Donations
https://covid19supplies.wi.gov/Testing
mailto:DMAOps@wisconsin.gov
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Wisconsin 

Civil Air Patrol  

WI Civil Air Patrol ready to accept additional taskings; available resources include 

(including drivers/pilots): 

- 17 Full size/12PAX vans, capable of personnel transport or cargo 

- 2 4x4 Pickup Trucks (with caps) and 1x 4x4 SUV 

- 1 Minivan 

- 6 Cessna -172/-182 aircraft 

- Personnel to conduct loading/unloading/delivery or other requested operations 

- CAP able to respond to requests/schedule resources with 18- to 24-hour lead; limited 

number of resources available with a 4-hour lead 

WSP State Patrol continues to support the SNS warehouse security mission. State Patrol is 

available to assist in the courier transport of COVID-19 samples to a laboratory for testing 

and critical medical supplies to and from the SNS warehouse when needed. State Patrol 

dispatch centers continue to field questions from the public related to the “Safer at 

Home” order. Our social media outlets continue the “Safer at Home” messaging and FAQs 

provided by WEM/DHS and Governor's Office PIOs. 

VOAD Response Update 
Team Rubicon Providing assistance at Feeding America in Eastern Wisconsin and Second Harvest in Madison 

 
WIVOAD Facilitating Monday-Wednesday-Friday update calls. Coordinating statewide volunteer and resource 

requests. Monitoring and sharing information from FEMA Region V. 
 

EOC Activations 
Tribal Bad River Nation, Forest County Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk Nation, Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du 

Flambeau, Menominee Nation, Oneida Nation 
 
County 

 
Adams, Bayfield, Brown, Buffalo, Burnett, Calumet, Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, 
Douglas, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac, Forest, Grant, Green, Iowa, Iron, Jackson, Juneau, 
Kenosha, Kewaunee, La Crosse, Lafayette, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Milwaukee, 
Monroe, Oconto, Oneida, Outagamie, Ozaukee, Pepin, Polk, Portage, Price, Racine, Richland, 
Rock, Rusk, Sauk, Sawyer, Shawano, Sheboygan, St. Croix, Taylor, Vernon, Vilas, Washburn, 
Waukesha, Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago, Wood. 

Emergencies Declared 
Tribal Bad River Nation, Ho-Chunk Nation, Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du Flambeau, Menominee Nation, 

Oneida Nation 
  
County Adams, Ashland, Bayfield, Brown, Calumet, Chippewa, Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, 

Door, Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac, Forest, Grant, Green, Green Lake, Iron, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Juneau, Kenosha, Kewaunee, La Crosse, Lafayette, Langlade, Lincoln, 
Manitowoc, Marathon, Marinette, Marquette, Menominee, Milwaukee, Monroe, Oconto, 
Oneida, Outagamie, Ozaukee, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Portage, Price, Racine, Richland, Rock, Rusk, 
Sawyer, Shawano, Sheboygan, St. Croix, Taylor, Vernon, Vilas, Walworth, Washburn, 
Washington, Waukesha, Waupaca, Waushara, Wood.––– 
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Weather (Updated 4/28/2020 – 6 AM) 

Dense fog over much of eastern Wisconsin will gradually thin and dissipate by mid-late morning.  Until then, the dense 
fog will frequently reduce the visibility to one quarter mile or less.  Showers and scattered thunderstorms will spread 
across Wisconsin beginning later this morning and continuing through tonight.  Several strong thunderstorms are 
expected over south central Wisconsin into east central and southeast Wisconsin. A few thunderstorms may become 
severe later this afternoon and evening, mainly between 4 pm and 8 pm CDT.  The favored area for seeing a severe 
thunderstorm is along and south of a line from La Crosse to Madison to Lake Geneva.  This includes the Platteville, 
Viroqua, Richland Center, Reedsburg, Janesville and Dodgeville areas.  Large hail to 1.5", damaging wind gusts to 60 mph 
and one or two tornadoes are all possible.  The thunderstorms will deposit heavy rainfall, which could produce localized 
minor urban and rural flooding.  The thunderstorm threat diminishes tonight but rain chances will continue into 
Wednesday along with strong north wind gusts to 40 mph.   

Space Weather: No impacts expected for GPS/radio communications. 

Aviation Weather: Widespread low ceilings and visibilities over central and eastern Wisconsin will lift later this morning.  

More low ceilings and visibilities will return later today and tonight as showers spread back into Wisconsin.  River 
Flooding (Updated 4/28/2020 – 6 AM) 
All rivers are below flood stage and are expected to remain below flood stage over the next several days 

Open Source/Resources  
Source Details 

CNN WISN National coronavirus updates: Expert says easing restrictions too early may increase US 
death toll 
https://www.wisn.com/article/national-coronavirus-updates-april-28/32297852 
 

 
 

WFRV 
 

 
 
34 Wisconsin state parks, forests to reopen May 1, says Gov. Evers 
https://www.wearegreenbay.com/coronavirus/34-wisconsin-state-parks-forests-to-
reopen-may-1-says-gov-evers/ 
 

Wisconsin 
State Journal 

SSM Health announces furloughs amid COVID-19 pandemic, joining competitors 
https://madison.com/wsj/business/ssm-health-announces-furloughs-amid-covid-19-
pandemic-joining-competitors/article_7e21028a-ac55-5a4b-a08d-
85099f7144b3.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1 
 

  

DHS has many social media graphics that you can share with local audiences, which you can find on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/DHSWI/) and Twitter (https://twitter.com/DHSWI). 

 

 
  

https://www.wisn.com/article/national-coronavirus-updates-april-28/32297852
https://www.wearegreenbay.com/coronavirus/34-wisconsin-state-parks-forests-to-reopen-may-1-says-gov-evers/
https://www.wearegreenbay.com/coronavirus/34-wisconsin-state-parks-forests-to-reopen-may-1-says-gov-evers/
https://madison.com/wsj/business/ssm-health-announces-furloughs-amid-covid-19-pandemic-joining-competitors/article_7e21028a-ac55-5a4b-a08d-85099f7144b3.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://madison.com/wsj/business/ssm-health-announces-furloughs-amid-covid-19-pandemic-joining-competitors/article_7e21028a-ac55-5a4b-a08d-85099f7144b3.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://madison.com/wsj/business/ssm-health-announces-furloughs-amid-covid-19-pandemic-joining-competitors/article_7e21028a-ac55-5a4b-a08d-85099f7144b3.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://www.facebook.com/DHSWI/
https://twitter.com/DHSWI
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Other Useful Links 
DHS COVID-19 site: 

¶ https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/  
Gov. Evers press releases:  

¶ https://evers.wi.gov/Pages/Newsroom/Press-Releases.aspx 
Gov. Evers past media briefings: 

¶ https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrVDlKoVyjBRHeqq9sVg_YGSiovQlj5nk 
Current Safer at Home Order: 

¶ https://inwisconsin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EMO12-SaferAtHome.pdf 
Current Safer at Home FAQ: 

¶ https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/Safer%20at%20Home%20FAQ%203.24.20.pdf 
WEDC Essential Businesses guidance: 

¶ https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/ 
State agency updates: 

¶ https://wisconsin.gov/covid19 
FEMA rumor control site: 

¶ https://www.fema.gov/coronavirus-rumor-control  
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/
https://evers.wi.gov/Pages/Newsroom/Press-Releases.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrVDlKoVyjBRHeqq9sVg_YGSiovQlj5nk
https://inwisconsin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EMO12-SaferAtHome.pdf
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/Safer%20at%20Home%20FAQ%203.24.20.pdf
https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/
https://wisconsin.gov/covid19
https://www.fema.gov/coronavirus-rumor-control
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