State of Wisconsin COVID‐19 Response
Situation to Date
20 APRIL – 0700‐1900
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Summary
The SEOC remains elevated to a Level 1 activation and continues with 24‐hour operations.

Governor Evers press releases and media briefings related to statewide mandates:
April 20, 2020
 Gov. Tony Evers today announced that the state of Wisconsin is taking big steps to increase COVID‐19
testing capacity throughout the state. Working with the Wisconsin Clinical Lab Network, the state has grown
the number of labs performing COVID‐19 tests from just eight labs one month ago to 36 labs as of today.
The state plans to continue public‐private partnerships to add more labs and more testing capacity in the
days and weeks ahead. However, in order to sustain the existing and expanded clinical lab network’s efforts,
the state will need federal partnership to ensure availability of reagent and other critical supplies in
Wisconsin.
 Gov. Tony Evers today announced Wisconsin's "Badger Bounce Back" plan which outlines important criteria
for Wisconsin to be able to reopen its economy in phases and includes steps to make sure workers and
businesses are prepared to reopen as soon as it is safe to do so. In coordination with this announcement, at
the direction of the governor, Wisconsin Department of Health Services Secretary‐designee Andrea Palm
issued Emergency Order #31 establishing the process and outlining the phases of the plan.
April 19, 2020
 None

COVID‐19: Hospital Capabilities
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid‐19/hosp‐data.htm

COVID‐19: Wisconsin Data
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid‐19/data.htm

Case numbers
Confirmed Cases
Negative Test Result
Hospitalizations
Deaths

Globally
(Data from WHO)
2,314,621
‐‐
‐‐
157,847

United States
(Data from CDC*+)
746,625 (1,696 of those are probable)
‐‐
‐‐
35,443 (4,752 of those are probable)

Wisconsin
(Data from DHS)
4,499
46,603
1,211 (27%)
230

*As of April 14, 2020, CDC case counts and death counts include both confirmed and probable cases and deaths. This change was made to reflect an interim COVID‐19
position statement issued by the Council for State and Territorial Epidemiologists on April 5, 2020. The position statement included a case definition and made COVID‐
19 a nationally notifiable disease.
** A confirmed case or death is defined by meeting confirmatory laboratory evidence for COVID‐19. A probable case or death is defined by i) meeting clinical criteria
AND epidemiologic evidence with no confirmatory laboratory testing performed for COVID‐19; or ii) meeting presumptive laboratory evidence AND either clinical
criteria OR epidemiologic evidence; or iii) meeting vital records criteria with no confirmatory laboratory testing performed for COVID‐19. State and local public health
departments are now testing and publicly reporting their cases. In the event of a discrepancy between CDC cases and cases reported by state and local public health
officials, data reported by states should be considered the most up to date.
+ Numbers updated Saturday and Sunday are not confirmed by state and territorial health departments. These numbers will be modified when numbers are updated
on Monday.

Open Requests for Assistance/Updates
Resource Request Follow‐Up
Operations is working very diligently to respond as quickly as possible to very urgent non‐PPE needs. If there is PPE
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available for distribution, you will be notified. Every new request that is entered into WebEOC is burying original
requests for critical resources right now that we might be able to source.
If you have questions about where a resource request is or need a status update:




Please provide Operations with the Resource Request number assigned to it in WebEOC. This allows for faster
follow‐up.
Check WebEOC – on requests that are actively being worked, Ops/Logistics teams are entering in notes.
Please send us an email at DMAOps@wisconsin.gov.

Please do not enter PPE or hand sanitizer requests into the resource requests board on WebEOC.
The DMA Ops 3 mailbox is no longer being monitored.
Resource Provider/Vendor Inquiries/Donations Reminder
Please direct any vendors, donors, or manufacturers to the state’s online platform for intake:
https://covid19supplies.wi.gov/Donations.

Unmet Needs
The current unmet needs are being routed through Operations and some identified unmet needs have fallen to task
forces, which include Isolation Facilities, Contact Tracing/Surveillance, Specimen Collection/Lab Capacity, Surge,
Mortuary Planning, Data Analysis, Community Resilience, PPE & Essential Supplies, Logistics, Future Operations, and
Staff Augmentation.

State Agency Response Overview
DHS

DHS warehouse staff worked with SEOC logistics and additional warehouse staff to begin the
merge into a comprehensive warehouse approach featuring one set of staff and one
inventory system. This merge process will continue throughout the rest of the week.
DHS staff worked with the HERC coordinators to navigate communication with healthcare
agencies about their ability to support decontamination of PPE for additional agencies.
DHS has been developing the rollout process for the long‐term strategy for PPE distribution
to healthcare agencies and EMS. This strategy was developed by the SEOC and will be in
effect next week. The information will be shared through webinars, GovDelivery, and other
communications channels.

DATCP

DATCP Offers Produce Safety Program Virtually During COVID‐19 on 04/20/2020.
Meat Safety Inspection During COVID‐19 Pandemic ‐ 04/20/2020:
The State of Wisconsin Bureau of Meat and Poultry Businesses (WBMPB) is currently
following the Department of Health Services (WDHS) guidance to minimize exposure to the
virus that causes COVID‐19.
Meat safety inspection staff follow the Sanitation Standard Operating Procedures (SSOPs) of
the inspected establishments. Meat safety inspection staff are practicing social distancing,
frequent handwashing, and are prohibited from working in establishments if they are
infected or showing symptoms of illness. Slaughter facilities have the option of WBMPB staff
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following alternate slaughter inspection procedures in order to provide for more social
distancing between meat safety inspection staff and industry. Please discuss any inquires for
slaughter procedure changes with the assigned meat safety inspector or the assigned meat
safety supervisor in the inspector’s circuit.
Facemasks or coverings are currently not required for meat safety inspection staff but may
be worn if they choose. If an establishment chooses to change their SSOPs to minimize
exposure to hazards, please discuss these changes with the assigned meat safety inspection
staff. We will do everything we can to accommodate any industry requests.
DOC

The DOC continues to:
‐ Produce face masks within DOC sites in order to provide for both staff and persons in our
care
‐ Monitor PPE needs and request through appropriate channels
‐ Monitor positive cases within DOC institutions and staff and address as appropriate
‐ Collaborate with DHS, an assistance Web Ex will be held on Thursday to answer questions
regarding recent DHS guidance distributed to all DOC institutions and executive staff

HC Worker
Childcare

90% of cases for childcare requests are closed. Per 2019 Act 185, DCF is developing proposals
to submit to JFC for $51M of CCDBG CARES funding for childcare providers.

WSP

WSP continues to support the SNS warehouse security mission. WSP dispatch centers
continue to answer questions from the public related to the "Safer at Home" order. WSP
continues to assist (when requested) in providing courier transport for COVID‐19 patient
samples to the identified laboratory for testing and critical medical supplies to and from the
SNS warehouse site.

VOAD Response
211
Wisconsin

April 20 ‐ 10,448 COVID‐19 related calls have been received. COVID‐19 211 page,
https://211wisconsin.communityos.org/coronavirus.

American
Red Cross

April 20 ‐ Red Cross is sheltering Dane County multi‐family structure fire victims from 4/19 in a Madison
hotel to maintain COVID‐19 distancing. Red Cross has arranged feeding for the 40 affected people with
individually packaged meals and has provided masks for all victims.

Crisis Clean
Up

April 15 – Crisis Clean Up has opened their hotline for members of the public to call to request food
delivery, prescription pickup, and wellness checks. Relief organizations can have access to Crisis
Cleanup by registering at www.crisiscleanup.org/register.

Hunger
Relief
Federation
of WI

April 20 – They are inviting food banks and food pantries to participate in the Wisconsin Dairy Recovery
Program by becoming a member of the Hunger Relief Federation of Wisconsin. For more information
about the Wisconsin Dairy Recovery Program and how people can get involved, contact Natalie
Czarkowski at natalie@hungerrelieffederation.org or 414‐750‐4503.

Team
Rubicon

April 20 – Team Rubicon is continuing to accept RFS's to place contract employees in food banks
nationwide.

United Way
of WI

April 20 ‐ Any agency looking to post volunteer needs or individuals looking to volunteer should visit
the Volunteer Wisconsin website, http://volunteerwisconsin.galaxydigital.com/.
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Wisconsin
As of April 15, we have a total of 82 operators ready to assist with any communications need within
ARES/RACES their own county and 38 ready to assist with communications needs beyond their home county. Many
others stand ready to provide relay services, if needed, from their home locations.
WIVOAD

April 20 ‐ Facilitating Monday‐Wednesday‐Friday update calls. Coordinating statewide volunteer and
resource requests. Monitoring and sharing information from FEMA Region V.

EOC Activations
Tribal

County

Bad River Nation, Forest County Potawatomi, Ho‐Chunk Nation, Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du
Flambeau, Menominee Nation, Oneida Nation
Adams, Bayfield, Brown, Buffalo, Burnett, Calumet, Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge,
Douglas, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac, Forest, Grant, Green, Iowa, Iron, Jackson, Juneau,
Kenosha, La Crosse, Lafayette, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Milwaukee, Monroe,
Oconto, Oneida, Outagamie, Ozaukee, Pepin, Polk, Portage, Price, Racine, Richland, Rock, Rusk,
Sauk, Sawyer, Shawano, Sheboygan, St. Croix, Taylor, Vernon, Vilas, Washburn, Waukesha,
Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago, Wood.

Emergencies Declared
Tribal

Bad River Nation, Ho‐Chunk Nation, Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du Flambeau, Menominee Nation,
Oneida Nation

County

Adams, Ashland, Bayfield, Brown, Calumet, Chippewa, Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge,
Door, Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac, Forest, Grant, Green, Green Lake, Iron,
Jackson, Jefferson, Juneau, Kenosha, Kewaunee, La Crosse, Lafayette, Langlade, Lincoln,
Manitowoc, Marathon, Marinette, Marquette, Menominee, Milwaukee, Monroe, Oconto,
Oneida, Outagamie, Ozaukee, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Portage, Price, Racine, Richland, Rock, Rusk,
Sawyer, Shawano, Sheboygan, St. Croix, Taylor, Vernon, Vilas, Walworth, Washburn,
Washington, Waukesha, Waupaca, Waushara, Wood.

Current Incident Objectives and Planning Activities
Isolation Facilities
 Operate isolation facilities in Madison and Milwaukee for 30 days and develop a transition plan for local
operations.
Specimen Collection & Lab Capacity
 Engage public/private partnership to stand up alternate lab capacity at one location.
 Work with private and public sector partners to secure reagent supply.
Essential Workforce Child Care
 Stand up and maintain system to meet essential worker childcare needs.
Surge
 Support the local execution 1200‐bed capacity in Milwaukee and 500‐bed surge capacity in Madison to
meet the demand of underserved populations.
 Assess and support local surge needs in other areas of the state, including rural areas.
Data Analytics
 Support the data analysis needs of the SEOC taskforces and develop a daily reporting strategy.
Contact Tracing / Surveillance
 Identify areas of highest need for contract tracing and deploy staff as necessary.
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Logistics
 Establish facilities, technology, processes, and staffing to integrate acquisition, warehousing, and
distribution of PPE and other essential supplies.
Future Ops
 Develop a plan to build community resilience in within 6 key sectors, including vulnerable populations,
rural healthcare, and long‐term care.
 Develop recommendations for potential long‐term impacts, including behavioral and social changes,
supply chain, and secondary or cascading threats.
Staff Augmentation
 Establish a database and process to match staffing needs to available resources.
Community Resilience
 Develop a plan to create community resilience in 6 key factors, including vulnerable populations,
incarcerated populations, rural healthcare and long‐term care.
Mortuary Affairs
 Develop plans for centralize decedent surge storage site(s).
State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC)
 Roll out SEOC staff surge team training by April 22.
 Implement integrated post‐SNS PPE allocation strategy by April 21.
 Develop guidance for new PPE distribution starting April 21.

Weather (Updated 4/20/2020 – 1:10 PM)
West to southwest winds gusting to 35 to 40 mph this afternoon. Moderate chance for thunderstorms this
afternoon/early evening, some wind gusts in storms of 45 to 50 mph. Breezy northwest winds with gust nearing 30 mph
for Tuesday.
Space Weather: No impacts expected for GPS/radio communications.
Aviation Weather: VFR conditions are expected today.

River Flooding (Updated 4/20/2020 – 1:10 PM)
All rivers are below flood stage and are expected to remain below flood stage into next week.

Open Source/Resources
Source
Channel 3000

Details
Wisconsin Tavern League calls for opening bars by May 1
https://www.channel3000.com/wisconsin‐tavern‐league‐calls‐for‐opening‐bars‐by‐may‐1/

Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel

Death toll and coronavirus cases continue to rise in Wisconsin as more push back against stay‐at‐
home order
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2020/04/19/wisconsin‐coronavirus‐deaths‐220‐more‐than‐
4000‐cases‐protest‐evers‐stay‐home‐order‐blue‐ribbon‐pub/5162935002/

TMJ4

Dodge County Sheriff requests that evers re‐evaluate safer at home order extension
https://www.tmj4.com/news/coronavirus/dodge‐county‐sheriff‐requests‐that‐evers‐re‐evaluate‐
safer‐at‐home‐order‐extension
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WI State Journal

Stuck at home, people turn to pet adoptions for companionship during COVID‐19 pandemic
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/health‐med‐fit/stuck‐at‐home‐people‐turn‐to‐pet‐
adoptions‐for‐companionship‐during‐covid‐19‐pandemic/article_affd74b1‐bdde‐592d‐bf53‐
a608dfdb561b.html#tracking‐source=home‐top‐story

DHS also has many social media graphics that you can share with local audiences, which you can find on its
accounts on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/DHSWI/) and Twitter (https://twitter.com/DHSWI).

Other Useful Links
DHS COVID‐19 site:
 https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid‐19/
Gov. Evers press releases:
 https://evers.wi.gov/Pages/Newsroom/Press‐Releases.aspx
Gov. Evers past media briefings:
 https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrVDlKoVyjBRHeqq9sVg_YGSiovQlj5nk
Current Safer at Home Order:
 https://inwisconsin.com/wp‐content/uploads/2020/03/EMO12‐SaferAtHome.pdf
Current Safer at Home FAQ:
 https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/Safer%20at%20Home%20FAQ%203.24.20.pdf
WEDC Essential Businesses guidance:
 https://wedc.org/essentialbusiness/
State agency updates:
 https://wisconsin.gov/covid19
FEMA rumor control site:
 https://www.fema.gov/coronavirus‐rumor‐control
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Regional Distribution Sites
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